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Innumerable works of art are fragmented throughout the whole world. Why do you think there is distinctiveness in the case of the Parthenon Marbles?

The Parthenon is the leading monument – a symbol of the European spirit. It summarizes the basic principles of humanism. However, the Sculptures, the components of the temple, have been removed from their ancient land and the Parthenon stands mutilated. According to the terms of the ancient Greek tragedy, this constitutes a “hybris” (during the antiquity, whatever insulted the gods were thought to be an “hybris”). From this point of view, the request for the restitution and the reunion of the Parthenon Marbles is of great importance. The debt of honor for the Parthenon restoration is actually the debt of honor of the humanity towards the Civilization.   

 A few years ago, I interviewed on the same topic your predecessor, Mrs Melina Merkouri, here in this city, and she, deeply touched, had stressed to me: “We want to take back our soul!” Do you see it from the same point of view? 
The efforts of Melina Merkouri for the restitution of the Parthenon Marbles are famous. She awakened the international community concerning this matter with all her sensitivity, the temperament and the spirit. The request for the restitution of the Parthenon Marbles is absolutely demanded by an objective argument and not by any kind of chauvinism. This is exactly what Melina meant by saying “we want to take back our souls”. We want the restoration of the Parthenon marbles, so as to reestablish a conscience of the Culture affecting not only the Greeks but everyone. 
Do you personally believe that the so-called ‘Elgin Marbles’ will return from the British Museum to Greece?
You are referring to the Parthenon Marbles, and I am totally convinced that they will return sooner or later. This will require a constant and strenuous struggle, but we are determined to pursue it until the end.

In your opinion, in what way is the Greek claim for the return of the Sculptures legally founded according to international law?
First of all, I believe that there is a great difference between the Parthenon Marbles and other collections of antiquities. Without underestimating the value of other Greek or foreign collections, I think that the Parthenon Marbles have a special gravity and importance. The claim for their return is a self-evident and universal demand that goes beyond any legal context.

How do you consider the British position over the matter? What do you think of the reaction from the British Museum?
The British people are quite sensitive when it comes to the return of the Sculptures. The public opinion in Britain ranges more and more with their repatriation. In fact, on February 1st 2006 the Labour Member of Parliament Mr. Andrew Dismore tabled a motion at the House of Commons calling for the return of the Sculptures. The Members of Parliament who have signed the motion, 31 so far, state that they look forward to the day when the world will be able to see all the surviving members of Parthenon united in their historical and geographical environment, in the New Acropolis Museum. I hope that the British Museum will not object now that the proper exhibition of the sculptures has been ensured with the completion of the New Acropolis Museum, which will open its gates in a year from now. Specially constructed show-cases in the Museum will remain empty, waiting for the return of the Sculptures from Great Britain.

What further initiatives have been planned by the Ministry of Culture and the Greek government in general?
The truth is that until today we have resorted to several means, legal, moral and political ones, which have unfortunately proved to be of no effect. I have decided to consider carefully the matter of requital and accept to lend Greek antiquities, allowing their periodical exhibition in great foreign museums. I am practically talking about works of art, which we have in abundance.  The offer of some examples of our cultural past for exhibition shall be the best ambassador for our country abroad.
The movement in Great Britain on the return of the Sculptures is far from negligible. Do you consider it to be useful for your cause?
If I am not mistaken, we are talking about a percentage of 65%, maybe even higher. Of course it is useful; as a matter of fact, it could prove to be decisive. Every democratic government should abide by the express will of the citizens and decide accordingly. Besides, I should note that on March 25 of the current year the International Federation for the Reunification of the Parthenon Sculptures proclaimed the will of 12 countries (Australia, Belgium, Britain, Cyprus, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Montenegro and USA) to support the repatriation of the missing sculptures of Parthenon. It is important to note that the Federation will not withdraw until the Sculptures return to Athens, where they belong.

Supposing that the Parthenon Sculptures return to Greece, where do you plan to keep them?
In the Parthenon Exhibition Hall, at the New Acropolis Museum. As I said before, certain show-cases there will remain empty until the return of the Parthenon Marbles. A special place will be reserved for each sculpture presently kept in Great Britain, as an invitation to the British scientists to support the Parthenon Marbles restitution program.

(The interview was given to Mr. Gustav W. Trampitsch, journalist)
